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THE CHRIST-CHILD. 


The Christ-child unto the stable came 
*Twixt the midnight and the morn; 
His mother laid Him softly down 
By the beasts of hoof and horn. 
The friendly kine a-near Him stood 
In the frost of the early day, 
And, little Brother of all the poor, 
He slept in the fragrant hay. 


The Christ-child slept in the stable dim, 
And over Him flamed the star 

That was golden-bright with the light of heaven, 
Where God and the angels are. 

Then, journeying far, came king and priest, 
With a wealth of spices sweet, 

And, little Brother of all the rich, 
They knelt to kiss His feet. 


A gift of gifts that tender child 
Brought hither for you and me; 

From the leaven of greed, the clutch of hate, 
By Love to be ransomed free; 

And once a year, in the long, long year, 
For a whole and happy day, 

To share again the heart of the child 
Wherever the children play. 


O little Brother of every man! 
Obscure, or high, or great, 

Thine is the alchemy of heaven 
Wrought on our low estate. 

We find Thee still in the stable dim, 
But, for Thy cradle bed, 

Oh, rest not now in the manger stall, 
Take Thou our hearts instead. 


CIB GIS GK 
CIB CS Gi 














Margaret E. Sangster. 





THE MISSIONARY HELPER 


From the Editor’s Desk 


The genuine Christmas spirit cannot be limited in its manifestations: 
it overflows in love and cheer and helpfulness to the uttermost parts of 
the earth. The world has a right to ask us, not only ‘‘What are your 
thoughts and acts,’’ but, also, ‘‘What are your prayers, on Christmas 


morning,’’ for they are mighty levers in the world’s uplift. Scattered 
throughout these pages are Christmas thoughts and appeals, giving food 
for reflection and incentive to action. Will you find them and be re- 
sponsive in spiritand deed? . . . A book that has recently come to 
the desk is ‘“The Decisive Hour of Christian Missions,’’ by John R. 
Mott. It ‘has been called ‘‘Startling, arresting, painstaking; a book that 
is at once an education, an inspiration, a challenge, and a judgment.’’ 
We agree with Secretary Myers that pastors could have no better help in 
preparing for Foreign Mission Sunday, December 18, than this book. 
Will not our auxiliary workers use their influence toward the appopriate 
and effective observance of that Sunday, in every Free Baptist Church? 

The reports from the Golden Jubilee Meetings, held in the 
largest western cities, to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Societies, read like romance. It stirs the blood and 
makes one glad and proud “‘to belong,’’ to read of the glorious success and 
splendid enthusiasm of these gatherings of women which began in Cali- 
fornia and are drawing Eastward. Boston, Providence, Portland, and 
many other cities, are making extensive preparations, as well as New 
York, where the jubilee is to culminate in April. . . . Portland, 
Me., is to hold its jubilee meetings March 16 and 17, 1911, and plans 
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for its share in this great movement are rapidly taking shape. Mrs. A. 
W. Jefferson is a member of the advisory board. . . . Our Corre- 
sponding Secretary, Miss Fenner, writes, ‘“The pageant mentioned in 
the HELPER was repeated at Chautauqua. I saw it; had part in it. 
Crowds numbering many thousands witnessed it and pronounced it one 
of the finest things of the season. I had a very beautiful and helpful 
summer: the charm of the C. L. S. C. graduation, at Chautauqua; and 
the vision on the Mount, at Silver Bay. Two of the eight girls from 
Rhode Island to Silver Bay dedicated themselves to mission work. 
Great things are achieved for missions at that sacred spot.’’ 

Sixty-three Barnes St., Providence, R. I., is a most familiar address to 


all HELPER readers, and we always associate with it the cheery face of 
our Publishing and General Subscription Agent, Mrs. Ella H. Andrews. 
At the present writing she is ill, just as her daughter is recovering from 
a serious illness. Let us send love and prayerful thoughts to that 
HELPER home in Providence. . . . We rejoice that Mrs. Burk- 
holder is in the field again; recently at work with Mrs. Miles in Iowa. 
With these two leaders, our President, Mrs. Durgin, Mrs. Stone and 
Miss Moody, actively at work in the West, great results may be expect- 
ed. It is the personal work that tells. We need inspirational speakers 
everywhere. Since her return home from abroad, Miss DeMeritte has 
spoken in several places, East. Mrs. Bachelder, of Ocean Park, gave 
an address at the York County Conference, calling attention to the pres- 
ent, vital needs of our Woman’s Missionary Society. The Editor had 
the pleasure of meeting, informally, the ladies of the Augusta and South 
Portland, Me., Auxiliaries; and the joy of helping to welcome home 
our Treasurer at that most delightful reception in Dover, N. H. We 
are glad to pass on this interesting bit of news from a note from Mr. H. 
P. Faris, Treasurer of the Brinkerhoff-Faris Trust and Savings Co., 
**You will be pleased to know that our Board of Directors have just 
elected Miss DeMeritte as Director and Vice-President.’’ . . . 
Mrs. Helen H. Smith, Hillsdale, Mich., sailed from New York, Sept. 7, 
to visit her daughter, Dr. Shirley Smith Thomson who lives in Titaghur, 
India. . . . Early in November Mrs. Chapman had received more 
orders for Mission Study books than she sold altogether last year. Is 
not that a sign of the times? . . . Miss Porter writes, ‘“You will 
rejoice with us in an advance over last October receipts of $370.80. 
May November’s report be better still.”’ . . . The Watchman of 
Nov. 17, contains a very interesting article, ‘‘On the Way to Asia,’’ by 
Prof. Anthony. . . . The Christmas number of Fveryland, the 
new magazine for boys and girls, is a thing of beauty and a joy for 
reading. . . .-° Our Sunshine President, Mrs. Lord, sends $1.00 to 
add to the HELPER cut fund. 
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Ella Harris Andrews 
‘“ Passed away November 19”’ 


Only a few words, across the wire; but 
oh, how full of sad significance to us, her 
comrades. 

The HELPER is already in press. We 
can merely pass on, in haste, the letter, 
just received, which followed the telegram: 
‘*Mrs. Ella H. Andrews died at 9.30 this 
evening, Saturday, November 19. She had 
recently watched over the illness and con- 
valescence of her daughter, Lydia, and was 
so worn that when double pneumonia de- 
veloped she was unable to withstand the 
ravages of the disease. She had, apparent- 
ly, been improving up to Friday evening, 
when she commenced to fail and despite 
every effort of physicians and nurses sank 
rapidly. She was conscious near the end 
and smiled at those by her bedside.’’ 

For twenty-four years Mrs. Andrews has 
been Publisher and General Subscription 
Agent of the MISSIONARY HELPER, as well as closely identified with other phases of 
the work of the Woman’s Missionary Society—national, state and local, especially 
the Auxiliary of the Roger Williams Church, Providence, R. I. To all these or- 


ganizations her departure is a personal and grievous loss. 

In the midst of our own sorrow, as friends and fellow-workers, we send our 
deepest sympathy to Mrs. Andrews’ husband, daughter and brother. It was 
characteristic that she smiled as she went away. Her lovable personality, cheery 
presence and optimistic spirit will be remembered, not only in the home circle but 
wherever they touched other life. 





‘*T cannot say, and I will not say, 

That she is dead. Sheis just away. 

With a cheery smile and a wave of the hand 
She has wandered into an unknown land, 
And left us dreaming how very fair 

That land must be, since she lingers there! 


‘‘And you—O, you! who wildest yearn 
For the old-time step and the glad return, 
Think of her faring on, as dear 

In the love of there, as the love of here; 
Think of her still as the same, I say, 

She is not dead: She is just away.’’ 
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Happy Hours With Little Light Bearers 


“As they offered gifts most rare 

At the cradle rude and bare, 

So may we with holy joy, 

Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our Heavenly King.” 


As Christmas draws near, and 
we think of the sweet story of the 
Christ Child, in “the cradle rude 
and bare,’ all childhood seems 
more precious and full of promise. 
It is a fitting time to do some 
special work for our Cradle Roll 
of Little Light Bearers. Enroll 
your own baby, or some other 
baby, or send a Christmas gift to- 
ward the support of a brown baby 
of India. 

Isn’t this a dear white baby of 
India, in the arms of her “ayah’? 
It is Jessie Helen Holmes Thom- 
son, little daughter of our Dr. 
Shirley Smith. The picture is 
called “A Study in Black and 
White,” on one of our new post 
cards. 

The following reports of Cradle Roll Rallies are very encouraging, 
don’t you think so? 


Fort Fairfield, Me.—The Little Light Bearers and Advanced Light 
Bearers held their annual rally June 23, in the vestry of the Free Bap- 
tist church. The vestry looked very cosy with rugs, bouquets and 
potted plants. Each child was presented with a bouquet. The pro- 
gram consisted of three exercises by the A. L. B.’s. “Little Fishers,” 
“Our Cradle Roll” and “Missionary Pennies,” several recitations, sing- 
ing by a number of small children and a solo by Vernon Grant. Light 
refreshments were served at the close. There were 61 present. Offer- 
ing, $12.45. 





‘‘A Study in Black and White’’ 


RutuH J. Jones, Supt. 
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Steep Falls, Me-—Held Cradle Roll Rally June 23rd. There were 
33 present; offering amounted to $7.00. 


STELLA M. Strout, Supt. 
Portland, Me.—The annual meeting of the Cradle Roll of the First 
Free Baptist church was held June 11th, 1910, at the home of Mrs. F. D. 
Folsom. Because the day was very rainy only 11 of the 51 members 
were present. Games were played and refreshments served and the 
children all seemed to have a good time. The offering was $7.00. 
Mrs. F. A. Hitton, Supt. 


Gray, Me.—There are six babies on our Cradle Roll. <A rally was 
held and 85 cents sent to the treasurer. 


Witma F. Foster, Supt. 
Saco, Me——Rally was held on Pastor Wood’s lawn, June 30. 
Twenty-five children were present and 11 mothers. A program was car- 
ried out, consisting of selections from “Mother Goose and her Mission- 
ary Family” and S. S. songs, by the children, and talks by Mrs. Thomas 
and the pastor. Ice cream and cake were served. An offering was 
taken, amounting to $4.31. 
= Mrs. GERTRUDE Proctor, Supt. 
The charming picture in the October HELPER was taken at this time. 
Centre Strafford, N. H.—Friday afternoon, July 8th, the first Cradle 
Roll reception of the Centre Strafford, W. M. S. was held. Only half 
the members were able to be present, so it was decided to hold another 
meeting this fall. Refreshments were served. Enrollment fees of $1.95 


have been sent to the Treasurer. 
Iness V. STILEs, Supt. 


Lacoma, N. H.—The Cradle Roll reception was held at the church 
with a large attendance. Because of illness in the Superintendent’s 
home, the program had to be omitted, but the children enjoyed them- 
selves playing games Refreshments, consisting of fancy cookies and 
lemonade, were served. Offering, $3.63. 

Mrs. Ipa Brown, Supt. 

Oakland City, Indiana.—Rally held with an attendance of 12 chil- 
dren and their mothers. Thank-offering, $2.71. 

Grace D. Cockrum, Supt. 


Hickory Grove, Haddam, Kansas.—The annual rally of Little Light 

















THE MISSIONARY HELPER 375 


Bearers was held June 26. Quite an assembly of children and their 
mothers were present. A short program was given, light refreshments 
were served and mite boxes opened, and found to contain $3.60. At the 
close of the program eleven of the L. L. B.’s were promoted to the 
Junior Society. At the close of the meeting all went to the cemetery to 
decorate the graves of three Little Light Bearers, who had joined the 
higher Roll in the last two years. 
Mrs. MetissA McGrecor, Supt. 


Jackson, Mich.—Cradle Roll Rally held July 28th, attended by 
about 100 mothers and children. This Roll sends an offering of $5.00. 
Mrs. ANNETTE M. Hort, Supt. 


($1.00 of this $5.00 is sent by the mother of little Ellen Weinhold, 
in memory of the little daughter translated to the upper fold.) 

Manchester, Mich.—Our rally was a great success, this year, about 
forty children being present, and as many grown people. It was held at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Herman, Aug. 19. Lemonade and 
cake were served on the lawn. Four new members were added, making 
twenty-four in all. An offering was taken amounting to $5.00. 

Mrs. Nettie McManon, Supt. 


Goodrich, Mich.—Has a newly organized Roll, a rally has been held 


and an offering sent amounting to $1.65. 
FANNIE M. Ries, Supt. 


North Bushnell, Mich_—The following program was carried out on 
Rally Day: Song, “Bring Them in”; Scripture, 23rd Psalm, Supt.; Song, 
“A Child’s Prayer,” Mrs. Parsons. The superintendent told the object 
of the Cradle Roll, also spoke of number enrolled and of the little one 
who had been taken away. Recitation, “Lifted Over,” by Merritt Shred, 
who held, as he recited, a large white star with the inscription, “Lifted 
Over,” and the child’s name and date of death; Song, “The Cradle 
Song,” Mrs. Parsons; Readings, Mrs. Ida Dean and Mrs. Crandall; 
Song, “What Are You Doing for Jesus;”’ Missionary Dolls (June 
HeLrer), Mrs. Parsons; Song, “Music in the Air” (June HELper), 
Gladys Worthy and Elda Jones; “Ten Little Pennies,” by children; Lit- 
tle Cradle Roll Prayer, by Esther Simmons; Song, “Winning Its Way.” 

Mrs. MINNIE Parsons, Supt. 


To each and all who have written encouraging letters and reports 
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in the last few months. vour Secretary wishes to express deepest grati- 
tude. Please accept this in place of the personal letter she would like to 
write to each one. We are all so glad to hear of the new rolls and wish 
there were more of them. How many are ready to join with your Cradle 
Roll Secretary in praying and working to make this the best year yet in 
Cradle Roll Work? Pray that to each of us may be given a vision, that we 
may see what working for the children in India today means to the 
future of that great country. Jet this come as a personal question to 
each of us—-““Do vou believe that Jesus Christ wants this work done?” 
If not His work, the quicker we drop it the better, but if it is His work 
and He does want it carried on, have we, as His professed followers, 
any right to be indifferent and neglectful, and shall we not be held re- 
sponsible for this which we should have done and have not? Let us 


think seriously, and pray earnestly, “Lord, what wilt Thou have me to 
do?” Then we shall surely be guided to do His will. In the early days 
of the Woman’s Missionary movement our mothers and grandmothers 
accomplished wonderful things by prayer; let us learn this lesson from 
them. God’s power has not lessened. He is as ready to give bountiful 
gifts to vs as to them. Let us hold up our hands and take them. Pray! 
Pray! Pray! 
Wishing each one of you a jovous Christmas, I am, 
Your Cradle Roll Secretary, 
Laura E. Hartrey. 


Travel Letter from Our Treasurer 


(Although the following letter is unavoidably late in being sent to you, 
we are sure that you will all be delighted to receive it.—Editor.) 


Atlantic Ocean, Steamer Carpathia, Sept. 29, 1910. 

This is the eighth day at sea. After sixteen weeks travel we looked 
forward to fourteen days at sea, by the Southern route, with pleasure. 
We thought we would have balmy weather, and a calm sea. We com- 
menced to be disillusioned when we had twenty-four hours of rough 
weather in the Mediterranean, and then, after leaving Gibraltar, we en- 
countered a heavy gale. I know now what a storm at sea is like. Though 
I was able to be on deck, I didn’t relish it overmuch. I was awed by it, 
and so it did me good, as it deepened my sense of dependence in the One 
Who is watching over us the same in the storm as in the sunshine. 

There are on board the Carpathia over 2,100 people. Of this num- 
ber over 1,800 are third class passengers. Many of them are Hunga- 
rians. They are poorly clad, and many in quaint costumes. They are 
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ignorant, but do not look vicious. As I have watched them from the 
upper deck, and realized that vessels from Southern ports are constantly 
taking shiploads of such people to America; anew, and more deeply, 
have I realized that we are fast filling up with foreign peoples who need 
missionary work. As I have seen the condition of the poorer classes in 
Italy, I do not wonder that, for purely financial reasons, they flee to 
America, where is held out to them the hope of release from poverty. 
In this way, they are unquestionably better off, but are we improving 
their condition morally? 

Italy is unlike any other country I have visited, in many ways. The 
people are different; their ways of living are different; the physical dis- 
comfort is greater, particularly when we began our journey there, for it 
was hot, and the reaction from the vitalizing air of Switzerland was dis- 
agreeable, and the mosquitoes, to say nothing about more objectionable 
creatures, were an annoyance. And yet, Italy was in some respects, the 
most interesting*country of all. Its art, its past history, its present po- 
litical and industrial movements, its contention with the Vatican, all en- 
gage the attention. Even the common peopie, in their ignorance and 
dirt, are interesting. They will cheat, to be sure, when they can, es- 
pecially foreigners, but it is so apparent and they are so like children 
that you readily forgive them. If you happen to know values and are 
firm with them, they succumb to your terms in the most good-natured 
fashion. Had I space I would like to tell some interesting and amusing 
experiences in dealing with them. Right here I should add that in no 
case have we had to dispute a bill with Italians, after terms were once 
clearly made. 

We entered Italy by the Italian Lakes, through Milan, to Venice, 
where we stayed a week. What a contrast between the fairy-like Venice 
of my imagination and the reality! And yet, in spite of the disagreeable, 
one is fascinated by “the nmtistress of the sea,” with her old palaces, old 
churches, and their precious art treasures. The gondola, too, in its 
stately blackness, contributes to the picturesqueness of the situation, 
though it must be confessed that, for practical purposes, the little steam- 
ers that ply the Grand Canal are far more frequently used, much to the 
disgust of the gondolier. 

Then we went to Florence for a week. The English speaking peo- 
ple have done much to give it a cosmopolitan atmosphere. How we en- 
joyed our days visiting art galleries, and old churches with their art 
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treasures, and the hilly country around, including a visit to an old mon- 
astery overlooking Florence. I went abroad with very little knowledge 
of art, and though now it seems more limited still, because I realize how 
little I do know, yet I have had exceptional advantage because my friend 
is so familiar with the art galleries of Europe, and has been so willing 
to teach me about art and artists, and to point out their characteristic 
merits, and Florence is an especially good place for study. 

A three hours’ ride took us to Siena, a medizval hill town, which 
was once larger than Venice, and now has only about 28,000 inhabitants. 
We enjoved walking the narrow, quaint streets, visiting the old Palazza, 
and the Duomo; tracing out the haunts of St. Catherine, and reading her 
life, by Mrs. Butler. In spite of the fact that there has gathered around 
this saintly woman much that is legendary, she is an intensely interest- 
ing character. There was a charm about her old home, the bare little 
room where she slept, and the chapel where she often went to pray. Her 
head reposes in a casket in a chapel of the St. Dominican church of Siena. 
Most of the art cf the Sienese School is to be found in an art gallery in 
this city. 

Then came Rome. toward wlich I had looked with eager interest, 
mingled with a fear that I should be disappointed in it. The week in 
Rome was one of the happiest I have spent abroad. Rome and The 
Hague are closely linked.in my thoughts, because they stand for great 
ideas that have shaped, or will shape, the destinies of the world. One 
represents human might and power that has ruled the world; the other, 
“peace and good-will” that is subduing the other, making it a servant 
of man’s needs. 

One morning we stood on. the Pincian Hill and were profoundly 
stirred by the magnificent view we had of the city, past and present: 
Ancient Rome in ruins; the quirinal, or political Rome, making Italy a 
united and prosperous country ; the Vatican, once ruling the religious 
world, now fast losing its control, and modern Rome with its spacious 
streets and fine buildings. In memory I linger on this spot still; no view 
like it in all the world. Later, we went to the Roman Forum and, with 
a guide, walked among the ruins: later still, we stood on Palatine Hill, 
the home of the Czesars, and traced the way the Emperors went, through 
the arch of Titus to the Coliseum. One never tires of going to the Vat- 
ican, and studying its art treasures. 
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It was late in the afternoon of the last day we were in Rome that 
we went to the Palatine Hill and overlooked the Forum. Silently we 
sat and mused as we gazed at the ruins of what was once “mistress of 
the world.” Then we descended from the Hill and stood in front of the 
Forum and moralized over the Power that shapes the destinies of men, 
in spite of themselves, and felt more than ever that submission to the 
One will is the whole duty of man. 

I turn my face homeward, glad I am an American. I never realized 
as I do now our wonderful resources, material, intellectual and moral, 
nor our opportunity of being a leader among nations, in shaping the 
destiny of the human race. 

Laura A. DeMERITTE. 


A Second-Hand Christmas Tree 


“Mamma, I shall see the candles and the pretty things, after all. 
We don’t have to keep our Christmas by just remembering the good 
times we used to have!” 

Little Richard Benton spoke quickly and cheerfully, as his tired 
mother stooped over the easy-chair in which he lay. It had been a long 
day for the invalid boy, alone in his room on the top floor of the great 
tenement house. 

His mother wondered what could have happened to make him so 
unusually gay, in spite of her absence at the factory, during the weary 
hours since seven o'clock that morning. 

“Some one has been to see me!” he cried, eagerly. “You never 
will guess, Mother, who came this afternoon. You might just as well 
say you give it up, and I will tell you. It was Mrs. Farrant, the ash- 
man’s wife, on the fourth floor. She says she wants to have a big 
Christmas tree for all the children in the tenement. I am to be the guest 
of honor, and Peter, himself, is to carry me down, chair and all. Won't 
it be grand, Mamma?” 

“But, Dickie, I don’t see how the Farrants can afford a tree on such 
a large scale. That would take a good deal of money, you know. Just 
think! Sixty children to be provided for, even if each has only a very 
trifling present, and, besides, there will be the cost of the tree and all its 
decorations.” 

Richard looked puzzled, also. “It seems queer, and one other thing 
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surprised me, too. Mrs. Farrant said particularly that they would not 
be able to have their celebration on Christmas Day, but that they had 
appointed it for the fifth day of January. Isn’t it funny, Mother, to wait 
until so late?” 

Peter Farrant’s Christmas tree was an immense success. The idea 
of it had come to him one evening as he drove his empty ash wagon rat- 
tling along toward home. 

It was drawing near the holiday time, and all the store windows 
were aglow with the display of their tempting treasures. Peter was 
pondering gratefully over the Lord’s goodness to him during the past 
year, and wishing he could do something to keep His birthday by mak- 
ing other people happier. 

“It’s the little ’uns I’m thinkin’ about most!’ he said to himself. 
“Though I haven’t any myself, I believe I love every child in the street, 
and their poor young lives are dark enough, God knows, with all the 
poverty and filth and sin around them. Now, how could I manage to fix 
up a surprise for them all? Why, I believe I have an idea! Let’s see 
what Lizzie will say to it.” 

The results of this brilliant thought displayed themselves on the 
evening of January 5th, to the dazzled eyes of the sixty children, who 
managed to squeeze into Mrs. Farrant’s tiny rooms. In one corner of 
the larger apartment stood a beautiful Christmas tree, decorated in mar- 
vellous fashion with glittering balls, tinsel and candles and _ brightly 
painted animals and birds. 

To be sure, many of the balls were cracked, the birds and animals 
usually had a leg or two missing, and the candles were half-burned out. 
But this did not lessen their value in the eves of the children nor shadow 
the happy light which shone in their faces. 

There was a half pound of home-made molasses taffy for each to 
take home, and that was all the actual outlay which had been made in 
dollars and cents, though plenty of care and time had been expended. 
For Peter Farrant’s Christmas tree with all its accessories and decora- 
tions, had been literally fished out of the ash barrel, and that was the ex- 
planation of its delay until after the New Year. 

When the pine needles began to tumble, and the novelty of the 
Christmas tree in the parlor had worn off, those wealthy mammas upon 
the avenue discarded the used-up tinsel and butterflies and toys. Ten- 
derly Peter and Lizzie rescued them—mending and scrubbing, arrang- 
ing and planning for their great scheme. 
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As for trees, Peter had his choice of twenty or thirty fine ones, 
whose only fault was their dryness from standing for a week in a fur- 
nace-heated room. 

He selected a trim, graceful spruce, which, on Christmas night, had 
been the delight of the little ones in a millionaire’s household. 

Who shall say that its second mission was not a nobler or more 
beautiful one than the first? 

The sixty children were intensely happy. They could not move 
about much in the crowded rooms, but they stood on tiptoe, and nudged 
one another with delight. 

Many of them had had no Christmas at all—not even at the mission 
school, and some few of them had never seen a tree in their lives. 

Just before they went home Mrs. Farrant blew out the fragments 
of candles which still burned, and then she divided all the decorations 
among the children, till the evergreen stood stripped and bare. 

“Mamma,” said little Richard Benton, as he lay in bed that night, 
holding a mutilated china dog in one hand and a headless monkey in 
the other, “I don’t think I really ever enjoyed anything quite so much as 
the ashman’s Christmas tree!’”—Elisa Strang Baird. 





“Cheered by the presence of God, I will do at each moment, with- 
out anxiety, according to the strength which He shall give me, the work 
that His providence assigns me. I will leave the rest without any con- 
cern; it is not my affair. I ought to consider the duty to which I am 
called each day as the work that God has given me to do, and to apply 
myself to it in a manner worthy of His glory, that is to say, with exact- 
ness and in peace. I must neglect nothing; I must be violent about 
nothing.” 





eo 
_>— 


‘Some one tells of a certain boy who at ten years of age began to 
work in a cotton factory. His hours were from six in the morning to 
six at night. Out of the first week’s wages he bought the ‘Rudiments of 
Latin.’ At sixteen he could read Virgil and Horace. Then he went to 
the university. Then he became a missionary and a blessing to hundreds 
of degraded heathen. He died in Africa, but was buried in Westminster 
Abbey. His name was David Livingstone.” 
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Letter from Rev. S. Antoinette Esterbrook 


Dear Miss Porter:—Your letter with $65.00 enclosed is just re~ 
ceived and I hasten to reply. Please to convey to the ladies some ex- 
pression of my deep thankfulness. This very morning I asked my 
Heavenly Father where I was going to get the money to pay the interest 
on the mortgage which will be due in a month, and it is evident that 
before I asked He had answered, for the money must have been some 
time on the way, and arrived just as I asked for it. I cannot keep back 
the tears as I think of the goodness of God to me. The year has been the 
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hardest and yet the sweetest I have ever spent in the work; the need 
has been so great, so much money needed, and everything so hard, and 
yet not one demand but He has met it. I could not adequately express 
my thanks, but if any of you have ever known what it is to be a mis- 
sionary, away off alone in deep need, and feeling no one cared, you can 
form some conception of how I felt this morning when I opened your 
letter. God bless you, one and all. The work yesterday was very en- 
couraging indeed, and the altar was full last night as I gave the invita- 
tion to come. Many of the young are seeking the Saviour and becom- 
ing very useful in the work. Our Annual Conference opens the first 
Sunday in October with a baptismal service; there are quite a number 


for baptism. 
With my kindest thanks and love to all the ladies and to Mrs. 


Cheney for her special gift, I remain, 
Very gratefully and sincerely yours, 
S. A. ESTERBROOK. 
Alexandrian Court, Barbados, W. I. 


—_— 
_——> 


Medical Missions in India 


(From an address by Dr. A. L Kennan at the Medical Missionary 
Conference. ) 

You will pardon me, I am sure, if I talk mostly about my own sta- 
tion. I know from what I have heard and read, that there are many large 
and successful hospitals, and that the medical missionaries are doing a 
very great and valuable and much appreciated work in all parts of In- 
dia; and I believe most profoundly that they are by so doing preaching 
the Christ. 

3ut out there on the edge of the jungle, among the Santal people, 
an old aboriginal people of India,—what is medical missionary work out 
there? What do we do? The work has been carried on for some twenty 
years—for ten or twelve years by my predecessor, Dr. T. W. Burk- 
holder, and then I took it up. Last year there were between eight and 
nine thousand patients at the dispensary at Bhimpur. The medical mis- 
sionary work is carried on there along two lines especially; one is dis- 
pensary work, and one is the work as we travel about in the country, or 
the mofossel work, as it is called. I very seldom go to the patients’ 
homes—they come to me. When I am in the dispensary, they come to 
me; when I am in mofossel, they come to me. I locate a camp, have my 
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tents erected, and the patients come—sometimes sixty, eighty, one hun- 
dred or more in a day. The distinctively evangelistic work, as the term 
is generally used, consists in preaching, or talking, by my native helpers. 
The class of people among whom I work would scarcely follow a formal 
address of any sort; our preaching is almost all rather conversational 
in its tone, and we always have to hold the men—we don’t have our au- 
diences fastened down in seats—they are standing or walking about. 
The moment I have ceased to interest the individual, he passes on; there 
is something else to talk about with somebody else ; so that native preachers 
or the missionary himself must hold the attention of the individual all 
the time. Now, we do that; we preach, but we do not preach about 
some of the things that are preached about in this country—the people 
there would not understand them. We talk about sin, and their concep- 
tion of it is entirely different from the one that is in cur mind as we use 
the word,—entirely different. So we have to go into the very simple 
things, and we have to explain them, and illustrate them in many ways. 





Speaking from my own experience and observation, I do not think 
that the work—the evangelistic work—that we do in medical missions 
is very largely successful in the immediate winning of souls to Christ. 
I can not trace the conversion of very many of these heathen people im- 
mediately to the preaching that is done at the dispensary, or to that 
which is done by my native preachers while we are in the mofossel 
work. These people come long distances to the dispensary; they come 
up and have a benefit conferred upon them, and by that very fact their 
minds are more open to the other things that are said, more open to the 
gospel. The medical work that we do in the dispensary is the thin edge 
of the wedge; it is the steel on the ax that opens the way for that which 
is to follow; and I think, as | consider the medical work, not only in my 
own station, but what I know from reading of the medical work in other 
stations,—I think that the medical work is very greatly useful m_ this 
way: It opens the way for the further teaching of the gospel of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. For example, an old Mohammedan came to me,—a man 
perhaps fifty-five or sixty years cld,—the second year that I was in In- 
dia, and the Mohammedans are a proud people; they are proud of their 
religion and of their history. He threw himself down on the floor at my 
feet, and took hold of my feet and said to me, “You must come to my 
home; you must come; you must promise to come to my home. I will 
not let you go vnless vou do”’ He said, “Sahib, I have had nine chil- 
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dren; and all my children have died; and now God has given into my 
home another child, and the same sickness that possessed the other chil- 
dren and of which they died has come upon this child. Now, Sahib,” 
he said, “you must come to my home.” It was a very exceptional case, 
and I found time to go to that man’s home, and because the blessing of 
God was upon my humble efforts, the child recovered. That old -Mo- 
hammedan has not become a Christian, but we have had many talks to- 
gether since that time, and because God’s blessing was upon the simple 
thing that I did, that man’s mind is open to the gospel as I could not 
have opened it by preaching or by anything else I could have done in any 
other way. 

I remember two women, the picture of sorrow and distress, who 
came to my dispensary one day, and the younger woman had a little 
child in her arms that was very ill indeed. The older woman was already 
a widow, and as I inquired into the story I found it to be something like 
this: The younger woman had married, and in the course of time had 
several children, and these one after another had died; and now she had 
another baby, a little boy, and the boys are always more valuable than 
girls in India; and he was ill, and the father had turned her out of the 
house. He said, “You are a cursed woman; the curse of the gods is 
upon you; I will have nothing to do with you any more. All of my four 
children have died, and I will have nothing to do with you.” So he 
turned her out, and she came to me in her distress. By the blessing of 
God this child recovered, and as the child showed signs of recovery, 
little by little you could see the mother changing and becoming a new 
woman, and by and by there was a reconciliation with the husband, and 
he took her back. The curse of the gods in some way had been removed, 
and again and again that woman has come back to the dispensary, and 
the husband has come, and they have expressed their gratitude again 
and again in many ways. 

There are multitudes of cases like this, where the blessing of God 
has evidently been upon the work. Now, friends, these people do not at 
once become Christians; and yet they are much more kindly disposed 
toward me, toward all my native preachers, toward all Christian ideas 
and ideals, than they would have been otherwise. 

This is the evangelistic side of the medical missionary work, and it 
is one that should by no means be neglected. It seems to me the ideal 
way is to have a season of prayer when we come to the dispensary in 
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the morning, then a little talk on some phase of the Christian religion. If 
I can not do this myself, I have some of my native helpers do it. But it 
does seem to me, friends, that we have something more to do in these 
Eastern countries than merely saying to those people, “You are sinners, 
and you need a Saviour.” If J understand the function of the missionary 
in foreign lands, it is not simply to say over words, but it is also to per- 
sonify the Spirit of Christ anew in you. It is, if you please, to interpret 
Jesus Christ to the East, and to the heathen world; and how better can 
we interpret Him than by doing these kindly and helpful things. Ifa 
man has the Spirit of Christ, that Spirit will find some way of express- 
ing itself. It may be by making roads; it may be by teaching in the 
schools; it may be by showing a kindly and sympathetic spirit in one 
way or another; it may be as a medical missionary by healing men’s dis- 
eases. The Spirit of Christ will, if it is in a man, find some way of ex- 
pressing itself. And I take it that the medical missionary is in this way 
—by helping men when they are in distress—exemplifying the spirit of 
Christ. It is a chance to interpret Him to them. And it seems to me, 
though we are not by word of mouth preaching the evangel, we are still 
preaching the gospel in those things that our hands do. We are speaking 
to them in a most effectual way. It seems to me, also, as though if we 
will look into the work of medical missions, we shall see that God has 
many times most wonderfully placed His sanction and blessing upon the 
work of the medical missionary. 


As I look back over my eight and a half years in India, and think 
of the things that I have attempted for the people who have come to me 
by hundreds and thousands, again and again I can see the hand of God 
in it. It has not been my skill, it has not been the little knowledge that 
I possess, but it has been the hand of the all-powerful One Who alone 
can do the work. It has been His hand that I have seen again and again 
and again in the work; and with His sanction upon the work, we need 
have no hesitancy in entering upon it and throwing our lives into it. 


I know that some of the people in the homeland think of the work 
of the missionary as being a work of sacrifice; and to be sure there are 
sacrifices which those who have gone to foreign lands best appreciate; 
there are some hard things to bear; but there are also satisfactions that 
are deep and abiding. I think that the work of the doctor is a distinct- 
ively evangelistic agency; it brings the good word of the love of God to 
mankind. It illustrates the loving heart of our Lord and Christ to those 
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people. It speaks to them in a language that they can understand. There 
is the language of the kindly, helpful hand that is pushed out from a full 
and loving heart, and that is a language that the medical missionary 
specially speaks and specially uses. 

I am very glad to think that here in this place there are so many 
who are planning to enter upon this medical work, and I wish I might 
have just a word to them in closing. As I say, the work is a satisfying 
one, profoundly satisfying to the soul. It makes a man rich. I can not 
come here and bring any discouraging word whatever. I remember 
reading the story many years ago—a dray was going down the street 
and had on it a hogshead of molasses, and as it turned the corner, one of 
the wheels struck the curb, and the hogshead of molasses rolled off and 
burst on the pavement. A boy saw the sea of sweetness flowing out, and 
he started up the street and called out to the first boy he met, “Dick, 
Dick, get all the boys ever you can, and all the shingles ever you can, and 
hurry as fast as ever you can; there is a whole hogshead of molasses. 
busted on the corner.” He went on a little way and saw another boy, 
and he cried, “Jim, Jim, get all the boys ever you can and all the shin- 
gles ever you can, and hurry as fast as ever you can; there is a whole 
hogshead of molasses busted on the corner.” Friends, young friends, es- 
pecially, I am something like that boy tonight; and I say, Get all the 
missionaries ever you can, all the medical missionaries ever you can; 
there is an opportunity over there for the medical missionary to illus- 
trate the spirit of Christ; to speak not simply with His voice, but to 
speak also from His heart and with His hands in helping men and heal- 
ing men. There is sweetness, a sea of sweetness, and satisfaction over 
there in doing this work for Christ, for Christ and for men. 


— 
ee 





Treasurers’ Notes 


Since reaching home I have been getting in touch with the work. 
As I said, in my last notes, the first thing I had to face was a falling off 
in receipts. Whatever may be the cause, it must be apparent to all that 
prompt and energetic action is needed by State, Quarterly Meeting, As- 
sociation, Conference and local officers. 

I have written to an officer in each State where there is a State 
Society, asking that the societies auxiliary to them be informed of the 
situation. I fear many do not understand that the action taken by our 
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General Conference does not lessen the responsibility of the F. B. Woman’s 
Missionary Society this year, one iota. We have our missionaries to 
support and zenana teachers, Bible women, Kindergarten work, Sinclair 
Orphanage, Hindu schools, Storer College teachers, etc., as in the past. 
So we need the usual contributions. Will not all bear this in mind? Be- 
sides, our Missionary Hevper demands our hearty support if the so- 
ciety continues to maintain its past record of loyalty to our missionary 
interests. 

Miss Porter’s report for October is just received. The receipts are 
$370.80 larger than in October of last year. This is something to be 
very glad of, though the deficit for the previous three months is not 
nearly wiped out. She says, however, that “If November and December 
receipts are proportionately in advance of last year, the first of Jan- 
uary will see the black figures of comparison almost gone.” She further 
says, “I do feel that this condition of affairs must have come -largely 
through lack of understanding of our continued responsibility. Certainly 
none of our people would turn from our field and workers to give sup- 
port to new interests, unless they thought that in which they had been so 
long interested had been provided for, and, even then, it would seem that 
they would still wish to share in such provision.” I heartily agree with 
Miss Porter in her views of the situation. 

Mrs. Howe of Gonic, N. H., who has given so liberally to our work, 
has recently sent money for Kindergarten material and other uses. Mrs. 
J. S. Smith of St. John, New Brunswick, has sent $25 for an old lady 
who has become interested in Kharagpur through reading an article in 
the Missionary HELpeEr, on “The Rescue of Women and Children,” by 
Emma L. Coldren. “J. A. R.” of Maine has sent $50 for our invested 
fund account. I am glad to note that there are several credits in Octo- 
ber to the Cradle Roll; three of $25 each to native workers; the quarterly 
credit of $25 to Mrs. Stone, and a long list of credits to Juniors, Sunday 
Schools, ete., for Miss Barnes’ salary. 

In October I visited the Rockingham Association and the New Dur- 
ham Quarterly Meeting. I fond the officers active, and the members of 
the local auxiliaries interested. In the New Durham Woman’s Mission- 
ary Society it was voted that the President or Secretary should either 
visit or write to each local society, telling the need, and urging the 
churches to make their usual contributions to the work. Will not others 
pursue a similar course ? 
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While this is, doubtless, a critical time in the history of our denom- 
ination, yet God is just as willing to supply our need as He has been in 
the past. Let us not, for a moment, forget how He has led us, and filled 
our treasury in trying times, and trust Him as “the same yesterday, to- 
day and forever.” 

I take this opportunity to thank the Free Baptist Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Society for the letter sent to me by its vote. I received it from 
the Recording Secretary, Mrs. Metcalf, while in Naples. I have re- 
ceived so many tokens of love since we embarked, in May, that I feel 
sure my friends believe in scattering flowers while one is alive. By the 
way, I hope all who sent steamer letters to me have received foreign 
cards in acknowledgment, as I sent them to all. 

While away I heard with regret of the resignation of our President, 
Mrs. M. A. Davis. She has served us long and faithfully. I shall miss 
her in many ways, particularly in executive work. She always acted 
with great promptness. Mrs. Milliken, though an officer but a short 
time, showed the possibilities of a good member of an executive board. 
Our new officers are not new to the work of the Woman's Missionary 
Society. Mrs. L. M. Durgin, the President, Mrs. Cousins, the Vice- 
President-at-large, Miss Lena Fenner, the Corresponding Secretary, are 
well known in State work. Certainly, we heartily welcome them as our 
leaders, and are ready, I believe, to pledge them our support. 

November 3, I went to Ocean Park for several days. It was a 
great pleasure to be the guest of the Hermitage, and to spend hours with 
our Editor, talking about the work and matters of common interest. I 
learned much through her, Mrs. Bachelder, and others, of the summer’s 
work, especially of the sweet spirit that pervaded the General Confer- 
ence, and of the success of our annual meeting. 


I have no doubt we are watching, with deep interest, the travels 
of Prof. Anthony, with Dr. Barbour, as they are journeying to our In- 
dia field, and that of the Baptists. May our prayers go with them, that 
they may have wisdom given them in dealing with the perplexing prob- 
lems they will meet, and may they bring such a report to us as will give 
new courage to our workers. 

Christmas is near. I hope many gifts, in memory of the Christ, will 
find their way to our treasury. I wish you all a truly happy Christmas 
in doing for others, for the world at large as well as for friends. 

Laura A. DeEMErirTrTeE, Treasurer. 

All gifts should be sent to Miss Edyth R. Porter, 45 Andover St., 
Peabody, Mass. 





fielps for Monthly Mertings 


‘Facts are the fingers of God. To know the facts of modern missions is the necessary con- 
‘dition of intelligent interest.’’ 


Xe 
Topics for 1910—1911 


December—Our Foreiga Fields. 
January— 4. The Women Behind the Work. 


February—Prayer and Praise. 


March—Home Missions. 
April— 5. The New Woman in the Orient. 


May—Thank Offering. 
Problems and Policies. 


June— 6. 
July—Missionary Field Day. 


-— 
_—— 





DECEMBER.—OvrR FOREIGN FIELDS. 


“What shall we sing at Christmas? What shall we do at Christmas? 
Songs rising high and clear, Surely all friendly things, 
Telling the Christ-Child’s story Secretly, lovingly, softly 
Loudly, that all may hear. As touch of angels’ wings. 
How, in a far off nation, Hearts like crystal chalice 
Pure above all temptation, Shall pour into cot and palace 
Was born the world’s Salvation! Love without thought of malice. 


What shall we give at Christmas? 
Treasures of heart and soul, 

Sympathy, faith and patience, 
All under love’s control; 

So shall the Christmas flowers 
Blossom through memory’s hours, 
Blessed by Divinest powers.” 


SUGGESTIVE PROGRAM 


SINGING.—‘‘Joy to the World.” 
RESPONSIVE READING —-The Coming of the King :— 
Leader.—Unto vs a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 
government shall be vpon His Shoulders.—Is. ix :6. 
Members.—Rejoice greatiy, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter 
of Jerusalem! behold, thy King cometh unto thee. 
Leader.—For He is Lord of lords and King of kings.—Rev. xvii; 14. 
Members.—The Lord is King forever and ever.—Ps. x:16. 
Leader.—All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the 
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Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before Thee. For 
the kingdom is the Lord’s; and He is the governor among the nations.— 
Ps. xxii: 27, 28. 

All—And His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.—Is. ix :6. 
PRAYER. : 

Sincinc.—“‘Oh, Little Town of Bethlehem,” or “Hark! the Herald 
Angels Sing.” 

Free Baptist ForEIGN Mission CatTecnisM.—Leader and Members. 
(Send to Mrs. Chapman for leaflets, 6 cents per dozen.) 

GLIMPSES OF SPECIAL WoRK IN OuR ForEIGN FIELDs.—(See editorial 
notes, and suggestions and references on page 325, November 
HELPER; also article on Medical Missions, and letter from Bar- 
bados, in this number; articles and letters in Morning Star. Send 
to Mrs. Chapman for catalog of supplies.) 

CuRRENT EVENTS IN Our ForEIGN FiELps.—See HELPER and Star. 
Call attention to the four new missionaries who expect to go to In- 
dia next fall: Mr. Harold Frost, son of the Rev. R. D. Frost, grad- 
uate of Bates and of Hartford Theological Seminary; Miss Mabel 
Schermerhorn, daughter of Rev. Mr. Schermerhorn, and graduate 
of Bates and now taking special preparation at Hartford; Miss 
Florence Doe, graduate of Wellesley and daughter of Dea. Doe of 
Somerville church, and Miss Mabel Rich, graduate of Bates and 
daughter of Prof. W. E. Rich of Boston. These four young people 
are in every way qualified for this chosen work. 

Discussron.—Are we less responsible for our foreign fields because of 
the recent action of General Conference in regard to union with the 
Baptists ? 

(Emphasize the facts that—for the present, at least—our work in 
India and Africa is just as dependent upon our interest and practi- 
cal activity as it ever was; that if we are really followers of Christ 
we must work for missions somewhere; how natural to continue in- 
terest in the work with which we are familiar and the workers 
whom we love and who have faith in us. That which has been 


bound together so long in mutual service cannot be lightly severed. 
Let the smaller—but equally binding in honor—unions be indis- 
soluble within the greater Union.) 
PrAyER.—For the Christ-like spirit in the midst of perplexity; for bless- 
ing upon our foreign work and workers. 
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Suternational Sunshine Society 


Have you had a kindness shown? Let it travel down the years, 
Pass it on. Let it wipe another’s tears, 

*Twas not given for you alone— Till in heaven the deed appears 
Pass it on. Pass it on. 


mm 


All letters, packages, or inquiries concerning this page or sunshine work, should be addressed 
to Mrs. Rivington D. Lord, 593 Bedford Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., president of this branch. 

The Yuletide season is almost here, may it bring much joy and happiness to each member 
of the HELPER Branch, especially the unfortunate who will have no Xmas unless we give it tothem. 
There will be Christmas dinners given to needy mothers, and a Christmas tree for the little folks 
that have no homecheer. Mrs. Ora G. Wells was the first to assist in the holiday work; she gave 
25 cents, cards, a doily, and asked for a list of names. Miss Lillian G. Smith also has a list of those 
to whom she will send Xmas greetings. Mrs. C. E. Batchelder has proved herself a true sunshine 
sister to a number of our aged and shut-in members. 

Mrs. Jessie S. Watson is also cheering an aged woman, and has sent out cards, reading matter, 
stamps, etc.; she sent for an I.S. S. pin. 


Mrs. H. A. Ashley has adopted the plan of giving on each birthday a Sunshine dollar for our 
work. Her gift froma recent birthday was used to cheer the birthdays of two invalids. 

Miss A. A. Garland is passing on literature each month; her pen friends will please notice a 
change in her address which is 8, 19th Ave., Haverhill, Mass. MissIda M. Batchelder is also pass- 
ing on literature regularly, and remembered us as she has a number of times in the past with two 
dollars. Miss Helen EK. Wentworth, another member who has been a constant g: ver, enclosed one 


dollar in her last letter. 

A dear, good sunshiner who will not allow us to use her name, sent in a box which contained 
two books, sixteen pictures, five stamped post cards, a number of scripture mottoes. 1d four yards 
of embroidery. 

Mrs. Frank Fletcher has subscribed for a copy of the HELPER to be ‘passed to a shut-in. 
Mr. Edwin M. Boucher is most faithful in his I. S. S. work, he never permits a month to go by with- 
out sending in a report; the last one read, ‘*$1.00 given to shut-in, wrote six letters and four postals, 
gave reading matter and twenty stamps.”’ 

Mrs. Louise T. Mead is another member who assists each month in our Branch work, aside 
from giving much help by personal work at Sunshine headquarters in New York. Mrs. O. W. 
Chesley of Lyndonville, Vermont, has been enrolled as an I. S.S. member for her kindness in giv- 
ing one dollar. Mrs. E. A. Hodgson of Ashland, N. H., a Thanksgiving gift of two dollars. 

Where To Send Cheer. Mrs. Jane E. Stiles, Plattekill, New York, is in need of cheering mes- 
sages as she is nursing her dear sister who is dangerously ill. Mrs. C. N. Fifield, Box 66, Alton, 
N. H., is an old lady of 93 years, a friend asks that post cards be sent to her. Miss Lucy A. Davis, 
North Shapleigh, Maine, has been an invalid for a longtime, but for the past year has been confin- 
ed to her bed; any kind of cheer would be gladly received. Mrs. M.C. Fiskand Mrs. Lena Cleworth 
are both living at the Old Peoples’ Home, South Haven, Michigan. Mrs. Fisk would like silk pieces 
as she passes away many weary hours in sewing. Mrs. Cleworth was 80 years old on Dec. Ist; 
kindly send her a birthday gift even if itis a few days late. December 15th is the birthday of Miss 
Emma J. Ingalls, 178 N. Main Street, Gardner, Mass., who has been a shut-in for years. December 
18th is the birthday of Mrs. M. A. Bailey, Lewiston, Maine, who is a cripple, having lost both feet. 












Practical Christian Living 
‘Eternal God, may Thy love make me lovely! May all unloveliness pass out of my spirit by 
the inflowing of Thy grace! Graciously refine me into true nobility, and make me a worthy child 


of the Altogether Lovely.”’ 
~ Oo 


OUR QUIET HOUR 
(10 A. M.) 














“Lo the shining Bethlehem star! Now the Wise Men come with gold, 
Through the valleys lone and low, For the little empty hand. 
See the mellow radiance flow; " Do the magi understand, 
And the mountains all aglow, What it holds for every land, 






Lift their heads to greet the star. This smal] palm they fill with gold? 










Come we, too, O Holy Child, 
Some with gold and precious stone; 
Some with love and praise alone, 
All our worship Thou wilt own, 

Since we love Thee, Holy Child.”’ 










Keeping Christmas 


“Are you willing to forget what you have done for other people and 
to remember what other people have done for you; to ignore what the 
world owes you and to think what you owe the world; to put your rights 
in the background and your duties in the middle distance and your 
chances to do a little more than your duty in the foreground; to see that 
your fellowmen are just as real as you are, and try to look behind their 
faces to their hearts, hungry for joy; to close your book of complaints 
and look around you for a place where you can sow a few seeds of hap- 
piness—are you willing-to do these things even for a day? Then you can 
keep Christmas. 

“Are you willing to stoop down and consider the needs and desires 
of little children; to remember the weakness and loneliness of people 
who are growing: old: to stop asking how much your friends love you, 
and ask yourself whether vou love them enovgh; to bear in mind the 
things that other people have to bear in their hearts: to try to understand 
what those who live in the same house with you really want, without 
waiting for them to tell you; to trim your lamp so that it will give more 
light and less smoke, and to carry it in front so that your shadow will fall 
behind vou; to make a grave for vour ugly thoughts, and a garden for 
your kindly feelings. with the gate open—are you willing to do these 
things even for a dav? Then you can keep Christmas. 

“Are you willing to believe that love is the strongest thing in the 
world—stronger than hate, stronger than evil, stronger than death—and 
that the blessed life which began in Bethlehem nineteen hundred years 
ago is the image and brightness of the eternal love? Then you can keep 
Christmas. 

“And if vou keep it for a day, why not always? 

“But vou can never keep it alone.”—Henry Van Dyke. 

















































ords from fiome Workers 


““Work is only done well when it is done with a will.” 


New HampsuireE:—The Hills Home and Foreign Missionary So- 
ciety of Dover, N. H., gave a reception to Miss Laura A. DeMeritte, our 
National Treasurer, on her return from abroad. It was held in the par- 
lors of the Washington St. church, which were attractively decorated 
with autumn foliage, and beautiful bouquets of yellow chrysanthemums, 
for the guest of honor. Representatives of the church, city and denomi- 
nation at large were present. 

Miss DeMeritte was assisted in receiving by Rev. and Mrs. Kenyon, 
Mrs. Susan A. Chesley, President of the society, Mrs. Nellie Wade Whit- 
comb, Editor of the Misstonary HELpeEr, and Mrs. Ethel E. DeMeritte, 
Vice-President of the society. 

At the close of the reception, refreshments were served, consisting of 
sandwiches, cake, cocoa, etc. 

Mrs. Chesley presided over the delightful program which fol- 
lowed. She called upon Rev. Mr. Kenyon, first, who cordially and wit- 
tily welcomed Miss DeMeritte in behalf of the church. Miss DeMeritte’s 
response—with her own charm and sincerity—expressed appreciation of 
the pastor’s words, and of what had been done for her pleasure. Rev. 
E. P. Moulton of Portsmouth, Rev. Mr. Sally of South Berwick, and 
Rev. R. E. Gilkey, a former pastor of the church, were in trrn intro- 
duced. Each, in his own way, referred to the good work done by the 
woman so faithful to missionary interests, and extended to her the hand 
of welcome, in the name of some sphere of activity, other than her home 
church. Mrs. Whitcomb made a bright little speech of welcome in be- 
half of the Missionary Hetper. The last remarks were by Mr. H. P. 
Faris, a banker from the West, with whom Miss DeMeritte has long been 
associated in business, and were received with great applause. 

The solos by Mrs. Houston, Miss Walker and Mr. Charlton were 
finely rendered and duly appreciated. This ended an occasion of much 


pleasure. 
SECRETARY. 


MASSACHUSETTS:—The Paige St., Lowell, Woman’s Missionary 
Society was invited to Mrs. W. O. Brown’s home on Princeton street, 
Wednesday, Oct. 5, at nine a. m., to sew on quilts for Storer College. 
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Nearly every lady brought either the top or the lining for a quilt, and 
others sent them all made. During the day, thirteen quilts were tacked 
and finished, and now we have twenty-one ready to be sent. It was a 
most delightful day. Mrs. Brown provided a bountiful dinner which was 
enjoyed by the twenty-two ladies who sat down to partake of it. A busi- 
ness meeting was held during the morning hours, and in the afternoon 
an interesting program was arranged by Mrs. Harris, the last number 
being especially fine, the reading of a poem by Mrs. Harris, “Go Ye, into 
All the World.” One of the members made a dainty handkerchief and 
brought it to sell so that the money might be sent to Harper’s Ferry with 
the quilts. They collected $2.10 and then presented the handkerchief to 
our pastor’s wife, Mrs. Harris. 

The husbands were invited to tea, which the ladies provided, and 
when we separated, at the close of the day, each lady felt that it had 


been one of profit as well as a social success. 
SECRETARY. 


PENNSYLVANIA :—Perhaps the readers of our dear MuIssIONARY 
HeELrer would like to hear from the Tioga County Woman’s Missionary 
Society. We met in connection with the September Quarterly Meeting, 
with the Delmar and Shippen church. Our business meeting was well 
attended, with encouraging reports from most of the churches. It was 
voted that we continue our work and meet our pledge of two hundred 
dollars for Bible Teacher and native workers, this year. Our Mission- 
ary meeting, in the evening, was opened with singing, Scripture reading 
and prayer, after which, Sister Carrie Price gave an earnest appeal for 
the work of missions, illustrated by a large map, representing the dif- 
ferent religions of the world. How such object lessons bring before the 
people the great need of earnest, persistent consecration in prayer for the 
conversion of the world. Such appeals, given with a heart full of love, 
make us appreciate the true value of the Christian religion; broaden our 
views, enlarge our hearts and open our pocketbooks. One man re- 
marked, after the service, “I never knew before that there was so much 
to missions.” If the people could only know the joy and blessedness of 
working with Him Who said, “Inasmuch as ye did it unto one of these, 
My little ones, ye have done it unto Me,” our missionary ranks would be 
full and treasureries overflowing to send messengers “Into all the world 
to preach the Gospel to every creature.” 

Mrs. O. A. Smiru. 





Suniors 
A ei Song 


Oh, Christmas is a jolly time, And Christmas is a solemn time 
When forests hang with snow, Because, beneath the star, 
And other forests bend with toys, The first great Christmas Gift was 
And lordly Yule logs glow. given 
To all men near and far. 


But not alone at Christmas time 
Comes holiday and cheer, 
For one who loves a little child 
Hath Christmas all the year. 
—Florence Evelyn Pratt. 


<-> 
—_>-> 


Suggestive Program 

The Finding Out Club 
Tue Finpinc Out Crus. Chap. iv. Missionary Hardships. 
S1ncinG. Marching Song. 

(Page 18, Song and Study for God’s Little Ones. Pub. by R. R. Mc- 

Cabe & Co., Chicago, III.) 

Memory Text. “Be ye steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord.” 1 Cor. xv:58. 

PRAYER. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND Reports of Secretary and Treasurer. 

Miss Finding questions the pupils with reference to the hardships in- 
cident to the missionary’s life. 

As John Manly suggests homesickness, the leaving of home and the 
separation of parents and children, when the latter return to the home- 
land for education, as among the hardest things the missionary meets, let 
her refer to Dr. Bacheler’s statement made on his second return to In- 
dia, after bidding his family farewell: “I could endure to be hung a hun- 
dred times! It would be a lesser trial!’ and to Rev. J. Phillips’ letters, 
Oct. 14, 1853, [page 163, Missionary Reminiscences| and Jan. 5, 1854; 
also Miss Crawford’s, making this the opportunity for familiarizing the 
children with these, our pioneer missionaries. 

As John declares that it is not right for missionaries to leave their 
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children, Miss Finding quotes Matt. x, 37-39. 

Helen True tells why she thinks learning the /anguage would be 
very hard and adds that our Misses Coe and Gowan are proving apt pu- 
pils in their study of it. Miss Finding will speak of that portion of Miss 
Gowan’s letter in October MisstonAky HELPER which refers to their use 
of Oriya when she and Miss Coe were left with twenty small boys from 
the Orphanage to care for, and then reads the story, “A Search for a 
Word,” which is found on page 59 of Belle Brains’ “Fifty Missionary 
Stories.” (50c. Revell.) 

Mary Manners gives her reasons for thinking the climate would be 
the hardest thing to endure, and either she or Miss Finding will quote 
from Miss Crawford’s !etter on page 132 Missionary Reminiscences, also 
Mr. Phillips’ on page 149. 

Will Maker adds suspicion to the list of hardships and_ illustrates 
by telling Chalmers’ funny story about the savages in New Guinea. 

Honor Bright tells of Robert and Mary Moffat and Judson’s pa- 
tience in their waiting; she considered this one of the hardships. 

Curios and pictures illustrating the lesson are passed for inspection, 
and the pictures put later into the albums. 

OFFERING. 

The Prayer Hymn on page 37 of Song and Study for God's Little 
Ones is sung softly with closed eyes and bowed heads. 
ANNOUNCEMENT of offering and attendance. 

DISTRIBUTION OF SOUVENIRS. 
CLOSING ScripTuRE: Strength for the Task, Eph. 6:10; Psalms 27:1; 

ii Cor. 12:9; Phil. 4:13. 


——~<— 


The Old Glad Christmas Story 


Question. 





An angel came down in glory. 
Tell me what happened one fair, glad Question. 
What were the words the angel said, 


The angel who came in glory? 


night, 
Back in the Bible story. 
Answer. (First Child) 

Some shepherds watched in the soft Answer. (Second Child) 

starlight, “OO shepherds,” he sang, “be not 
Lest the little lambs should take afraid, 

affright, I come not to harm, but to bring you 
And there they saw a_ wonderful aid; 

sight; 
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On me a glad message is laid;— 
To all men belongs the story.” 
“A manger,” he said, ‘that 
should hold 
A Saviour of mercies manifold, 
Who, though He wore not purple or 
gold, 
Was Christ, the Lord of glory.” 


night 


Question. 
And do the people all know it now? 
Do they love the Lord of glory? 


Answer. (Third Child) 
Some love Him well, but others bow 
To idol gods; for they know not how 
The angel came with shining brow, 
And told his wonderful story. 
Question. 
Haw can it be they have never heard 
Of the angel and his story? 
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Answer. (Fourth Child) 


Because earth’s children who 
the Lord 
Have felt content that their 
were stored, 
And have not labored to spread the 
words, 
These know not the Lord of glory. 


love 


hearts 


Question. 


How can we help all men to know 
Of the blessed Lord of glory? 


(All) 
We can feel the burden of their woe; 
We can give to them if we cannot go; 
If we may not reap we can always 
sow; 
We can send them the gospel story. 
—Over Sea and Land. 


Answer. 





The highest honors, the greatest happiness, the grandest life are 


offered to us in the Gospel. 


God and heaven, the unfading crown, the 


inheritance incorruptible, the glory immortal, are within the reach of every 


one of us. 


We may have them all if we but choose.—Rev. J. F. Dyer. 
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